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The adequacy of future human resources for science and
engineering is an important issue for the United States.
In 1993, the Division of Science Resources Studies (SRS)
published an initial report on Human Resources for
Science and Technology: The Asian Region. This current
report is designed to further the understanding of global
science and technology resources by providing a reliable
database and analysis for the European region, which has
a high concentration of the world’s scientific resources.
This report was prepared to provide information for U.S.
decisionmakers in their assessments of trends in
globalization, particularly on human resources. Many
national and international organizations are interested in
this topic. For example, the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development, the Commission of the
European Communities, and the International Council of
Scientific Unions have been active in discussing these
topics.

Foreword

This report complements and supplements the National
Science Board’s Science and Engineering Indicators
volumes and several other reports prepared by the
Division of Science Resources Studies.

Jeanne E. Griffth, Director
Division of Science Resources Studies
Directorate for Social, Behavioral,
   and Economic Sciences

November, 1996
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This report was prepared by Jean M. Johnson, Senior
Science Resources Analyst, Science and Engineering
Indicators (IND) Program, Division of Science Resources
Studies (SRS), National Science Foundation.

The database developed to prepare this report builds on
data provided by the Division of Statistics of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) and the Center for Educational Research and
Innovation (CERI) of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD). Through an annual
survey sent to more than 150 countries, UNESCO gathers
worldwide data on higher education, research, and other
dimensions of development, which it has generously
provided to NSF. The report utilizes the research and
development data from the OECD Main Science and
Technology Indicators.

To verify and update the UNESCO and OECD degree
data, NSF was fortunate in receiving full cooperation from
individuals in Ministries of Education and in science and
technology indicator groups in each of the European
countries studied in this report. In addition to their other
contributions, these individuals have provided their
national primary sources on higher education so that NSF
could develop a reliable data base on human resources
for science and technology. Their names, affiliations and
addresses are listed in the Contacts section of the report.
This voluntary exchange of information is very
encouraging and will assist SRS in completing other
regional profiles.
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